
Timeline for Med School/AMCAS Application 
 

The AMCAS Application will be available in May 2025. 
 

1) Complete in January/February (if you haven’t already applied for MCAT FAP) 
a) Complete Fee Assistance Application 
b) Begin considering who you will ask for letters of recommendation; notify them and let them know 

you will be asking for a letter of recommendation in April/May 
c) Draft 1 of Statement of Purpose  
d) Draft 1 of research statements 

 
2) Sections to complete by late April 

a) Other Impactful Experiences essay (1325 Characters)  
b) 15 Experiences + 3 Most Meaningful  

3) Complete in early May 
a) Order all college transcripts (use AMCAS transcript request forms) 
b) Request Letters of Recommendation 

 
4) Sections to be complete by early May 

a) Identification information, including Contact information, Biographic information 
 

5) Sections to complete by Mid-May 
a) Academic Record (all courses) 
b) Personal Statement (5300 Characters) 
c) Research statement (make sure it is read by your PI and advisors) 

 
6) Complete/proofread all components of AMCAS  

a) Then submit Mid-June/July 1 
 

7) AMCAS Pre-View Exam or Capser 
a) End of July/August (some medical schools require these before they offer you a secondary 

 
COST: COST w/FAP (applied in 2024—good till 12/31/25): 
$175* for application and 1 medical school 20 medical schools for free 
$46* for each medical school thereafter Additional $ for each school beyond 20 
 
*These are fees for the 2024-25 Application Cycle; may be higher for 2025-26 cycle. 

 
AMCAS OPENING DATES: 
Mid-February 2025: AMCAS fee assistance application  
May 1, 2025: 2026 Application OPENS for use 
May 27, 2025: 2026 application opens for submission 
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Sticky Note
2026 = the year you would matriculate to grad school
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Sticky Note
Aim to apply in June (early July at the latest). 

There are more people applying to MSTP programs than their are spots.  Better to start early
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Sticky Note
FAP usually last for 1.5 years.  Recommended to apply even if you're not sure if you qualify.
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Sticky Note
"Do you think you can write me a strong letter of recommendation?"
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Sticky Note
Aim for at least 2 science letters.
Need a letter from your PROPEL program and any other research letters (very important for MD/PhD).
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Sticky Note
Opportunity to write about things not in your personal statement
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Sticky Note
Work, volunteer work, community service, clinical work.  
There's ways of consolidating if you have too many.
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Sticky Note
Includes community college, or summer classes at community colleges, or college classes in high school
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Sticky Note
If you had to retake any classes, both. classes would be entered into your application.  
If you went to a private school, sometimes they will wipe your old grades, but AMCAS requires both grades to make it fair for public school folx.
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Sticky Note
Complete by May so it's ready to go!
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Sticky Note
Can also ask your secondary mentor to read your research statement (and your personal statement).
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Sticky Note
Latest recommended submission date, July 1st

Most medical school admissions work on a rolling basis.  So the sooner your application is completed, the more likely  you are to get invited by a med school.

jessicaallen
Sticky Note
Assess professionalism, not scientific content.AMCAS has an instructional manual that explains Pre-View.Both have practice tests you can do.  Not as intense as MCAT, but definitely do some preparation.
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Sticky Note
May go up by a few dollars this year.
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Sticky Note
Try to take them in the summer so that you are ready to receive secondaries for schools that require these tests.

Ok to take them after you submit your primaryNot every med school requires these tests (UCSF does not).
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Sticky Note
Application will populate your MCAT score.  There's a box you check when you are awaiting scores.

The schools will hold your application for review until they see your second MCAT score.




